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ensure that all requirements of this 
part are being followed. The owner/
shipper must obtain veterinary assist-
ance as soon as possible from an equine 
veterinarian for any equines in obvious 
physical distress. Equines that become 
nonambulatory en route must be 
euthanized by an equine veterinarian. 
If an equine dies en route, the owner/
shipper must contact the nearest 
APHIS office as soon as possible and 
allow an APHIS veterinarian to exam-
ine the equine. If an APHIS veteri-
narian is not available, the owner/ship-
per must contact an equine veteri-
narian; 

(3) Offload from the conveyance any 
equine that has been on the convey-
ance for 28 consecutive hours and pro-
vide the equine appropriate food, pota-
ble water, and the opportunity to rest 
for at least 6 consecutive hours; and 

(4) If offloading is required en route 
to the slaughtering facility, the owner/
shipper must prepare another owner-
shipper certificate as required by para-
graph (a)(2) of this section and record 
the date, time, and location where the 
offloading occurred. In this situation, 
both owner-shipper certificates would 
need to accompany the equine to the 
slaughtering facility. 

(c) Handling of all equines in com-
mercial transportation to a slaugh-
tering facility shall be done as expedi-
tiously and carefully as possible in a 
manner that does not cause unneces-
sary discomfort, stress, physical harm, 
or trauma. Electric prods may not be 
used on equines in commercial trans-
portation to a slaughtering facility for 
any purpose, including loading or off-
loading on the conveyance, except 
when human safety is threatened. 

(d) At any point during the commer-
cial transportation of equines to a 
slaughtering facility, a USDA rep-
resentative may examine the equines, 
inspect the conveyance, or review the 
owner-shipper certificates required by 
paragraph (a)(3) of this section. 

(e) At any time during the commer-
cial transportation of equines to a 
slaughtering facility, a USDA rep-
resentative may direct the owner/ship-
per to take appropriate actions to al-
leviate the suffering of any equine. If 
deemed necessary by the USDA rep-

resentative, such actions could include 
securing the services of an equine vet-
erinarian to treat an equine, including 
performing euthanasia if necessary. 

(f) The individual or other entity who 
signs the owner-shipper certificate 
must maintain a copy of the owner-
shipper certificate for 1 year following 
the date of signature.

§ 88.5 Requirements at a slaughtering 
facility. 

(a) Upon arrival at a slaughtering fa-
cility, the owner/shipper must: 

(1) Ensure that each equine has ac-
cess to appropriate food and potable 
water after being offloaded; 

(2) Present the owner-shipper certifi-
cates to a USDA representative; 

(3) Allow a USDA representative ac-
cess to the equines for the purpose of 
examination; and 

(4) Allow a USDA representative ac-
cess to the animal cargo area of the 
conveyance for the purpose of inspec-
tion. 

(b) If the owner/shipper arrives dur-
ing normal business hours, the owner/
shipper must not leave the premises of 
a slaughtering facility until the 
equines have been examined by a USDA 
representative. However, if the owner/
shipper arrives outside of normal busi-
ness hours, the owner/shipper may 
leave the premises but must return to 
the premises of the slaughtering facil-
ity to meet the USDA representative 
upon his or her arrival. 

(c) Any owner/shipper transporting 
equines to slaughtering facilities out-
side of the United States must present 
the owner-shipper certificates to USDA 
representatives at the border.

§ 88.6 Violations and penalties. 

(a) The Secretary is authorized to as-
sess civil penalties of up to $5,000 per 
violation of any of the regulations in 
this part. 

(b) Each equine transported in viola-
tion of the regulations of this part will 
be considered a separate violation. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0160.)
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